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STRATFORD AND DISTRICT RIGHT TO LIFE IS A PRO-LIFE, non-denominational organization of individuals who believe that all life - before
and after birth - has a right to care and protection.
We try to serve as a centre of information on the abortion issue, and to reach out to all
Canadians concerning the preservation and dignity of human life, and also to urge one to take action in our democratic society.

CONTACT US AT

BOX 21133,
S TR ATF OR D, ON
N5A 7V4
TEL: 519-271-7233
www.stratfordright2life.ca
FOR LATEST INFO PLEASE CHECK
website: www.lifesite.net

UPCOMING
EVENTS
MONTHLY MEETINGS
1:00 P.M.
75 FRANKLIN DR. STRATFORD
4TH TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
EXCEPT

JULY AND DECEMBER
PICKETING
LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

4-5 P.M.
IN FRONT OF LHSC AT
WELLINGTON &
COMMISSIONERS RD. LONDON

CALL TERRY MILLER: 519-2721669

LIFE CHAIN
SUNDAY, SEPT 30, 2012
2 P.M.
WATCH FOR DETAILS

ANNUAL DINNER
SPECIAL 40TH ANNIVERSARY
STRATFORD & DISTRICT RIGHT TO
LIFE
SATURDAY, OCT 20, 2012
MITCHELL ARENA
SOCIAL H OUR 6 P.M.
DINNER 7 P.M.

President’s Message
This year, Stratford & District Right to Life will be celebrating 40 years as a
group. I wish we could say the battle has been won, but it has not. We look
forward to when we can say our society repects all Life from conception till
natural death.
Our executive has been very busy with many projects. We are in the process
of creating the “Mary Devlin Memorial Bursary” for two deserving students at
St. Ann’s, Clinton and St. Michael’s, Stratford. As well, we now have a
Chastity Program to be presented in the grade schools in our district.
I hope that our members have noticed our beautiful advertising in the
Stratford Gazette and other papers in the surrounding area.
Thank you to all who rode the bus to Ottawa for the March for Life. What a
great day! What a long day! Read more inside from our young members.
This year our Annual Dinner is on Saturday October 20th 2012, at the Arena
in Mitchell. We look forward to seeing all our members and friends.
Thanks to our guest speaker, Mr. Stephen Woodworth MP from Kitchener
Center, for coming to our Dessert Social to explain his Personhood Bill,
Motion M-312.
Thank you to all who attended, making the evening a
success; especially our young people, who are THE future, showing they
really care for their future sisters and brothers. (They all enjoyed the dessert
table.)
Stephen Woodworth Motion M-312
History & Implications of Canada’s Definition of a
Human Being
1. To be legitimate, a law must be honest.
2. Human rights are universal & intrinsic; cannot be
given or taken away by government or cancelled by a
decree.
3. Absolute necessity in communication to speak
respectfully about Truths; not just what we say but
how people are hearing it
Since the abortion law was struck down in1988 there has been no law in its
place so the issue remains open. The only “law” in effect is a 400 year old
decree which states “a child becomes a human when...” Motion M-312 will
be voted on June 13, 2012. Please contact your MP. For more information
call Elisabeth Dobbe 519 271-7233
www.elections.ca
www.part.gc.membersofparliament
www.stephenwoodworth.ca
For petitions for Motion M312 and posters and sample letter:
www.notyetborn.wordpress.com

Taking Action
Stratford and District Right to Life
Presentation to local MPP Randy Pettapiece
Friday, May 18, 2012
Attending the meeting (and speaking) Stephen Connolly, Virginia & Terry Miller, Johanna (Miller) Delp & baby Greta,
Francis (Connolly) Taylor & girls Ella and Natalie, Pat Bannon, Elisabeth Dobbe, Tom Gould, Valerie and Jacklyn Stock;
representing all age groups and especially young women. Mr. Pettapiece was unaware of the stats we presented,
especially the staggering annual cost of abortions in Ontario. We are following up with as much information as we
can find to give to him regarding the cost and double standards in health care in our province.

It is important to define, at the outset, what we mean by abortion. An abortion, as objected to by our
organization and those we represent, is defined as the deliberate act of killing an unborn child for whatever
reason. This is not to include the tragic loss of the life of her child caused by medically necessary treatment
of a pregnant woman, as in the cases of ectopic pregnancies, treatment for cervical cancer and similar
cases. When the intent is to terminate the pregnancy, totally disregarding the humanity of the child
involved, that is an abortion.
The Stratford & District Right to Life is an organization of families dedicated to the protection of life,
primarily of the pre-born, which in our country have neither legal status nor protection. We currently have
over 1,000 member families depending on us to speak for them on this issue, which they feel strongly
enough about to take out a membership in an organization which provides them with no status or community
recognition, only the assurance that they are advocating for what is right.
As you know, there has already been a petition presented in the House of Commons with over 20,000
signatures from all 107 ridings.
“Pregnancy is not a disease and there is no scientific evidence that abortion is a legitimate medical
procedure and therefore it should not be funded” a quote from Alyssa Golob, youth co-ordinator for
Campaign Life Coalition. “OHIP should be covering medically necessary treatments, not funding lifestyle
choices.”
How many procedures have already been cut from OHIP coverage by the McGuinty liberals? Procedures
which are necessary and life-enhancing.
We estimate that the province spends $30,000,000 to $50,000,000 every year on abortions, based on proabortion activist Joyce Arthur’s estimate that an abortion costs $1,000 on average, plus the fact that
statistics have put Ontario’s annual number of abortions at between 30,000 and 50,000.
These funds could hire 200 or more new doctors, treat 500 more children with autism, or buy 20 new MRI
machines. Last October, the Defund Abortion Rally held at Queens Park drew 2,300 pro-lifers, all opposed
to this fiscal dichotomy. Abacus Data has released a poll indicating that 61% of Ontarians are opposed to
taxpayer funding of non-medically necessary abortions.
This is the same insanity that gives precious EI dollars in maternity benefits, for up to 17 weeks, to women
who have aborted their babies. Although this is a federal issue, provincial funds also help pay these
benefits.
We appreciate that you have taken the time to hear us on this most vital issue. For us and our membership
there is no more vital issue than justice for the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters, the preborn. It
is an issue that surpasses all others; the same way that the abolition issue, in its day, surpassed all the
economic and social ramifications which were advocated as justification for the retention of slavery.
We have not even addressed the economic fallout of all the missing children in our society. We are closing
schools, experiencing shortages in key labour markets; the cost of caring for our aging population is falling
on fewer and fewer shoulders. How long before the generation that didn’t want children to care for decide
that they don’t want to look after the unproductive elderly either?
As you are no doubt already aware, this is a pivotal issue, with ramifications in just about every aspect of
our society.
Thank you

"Any country that accepts abortion is the poorest of the poor"

Mother Teresa

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE
NUMBERS



HELP LINE
1-800-665-0570
Pregnancy Care Centre
519-273-0554

An Unborn Child Speaks
They say a picture is worth a thousand words. It
certainly is when telling the story of an unborn
baby’s development. So what happens when you
combine the visual with words of the mighty
pen? I’m convinced that both mediums can be
doubly powerful in changing hearts and minds
about abortion.

KW Resource Centre
519-886-4001

I recently came across a brief video—just over
four minutes—called Interview with an Unborn Child. The film contains
breathtaking images of the unborn child inside the womb and is combined with a
voiceover of a compelling poem authored by Dr. Mojdeh Shirvanian.

Help After Abortion
1-800-395-HELP

Here’s what makes the poem special: It’s a result of beautiful images while
demonstrating how an unborn child would respond to facing an abortion. We get
to hear the baby’s firsthand response with his “voice” in the clip.

Homes for Pregnant Moms
St. Monica House
231 Herbert Street
Waterloo, ON N2J 1V1
519-743-0291
Marillac Place
109 Young Street
Kitchener, ON N2H 4Z2
519-571-0722

Fresh Start
Maternity Supports
Lori Wall
Phone: 1-519-637-7775
Fax: 1-866-245-1774
Cell: 1-519-639-5841
118 Centre Street
St. Thomas, ON N5R 2Z9

News item
The campaign to save
Bethesda Centre failed to raise the
necessary funds to keep the centre
operating. Despite groundswell
efforts, including an offer by pop star
Justin Bieber to share a portion of
proceeds from his latest song, the
Salvation Army decided to close the
centre, citing a continuing deficit.
The centre will close permantly on
June 30th, 2012 after nearly 6 decades
in operation.

Here’s a portion of the chilling “interview:”
My loudest cry is in silence. My most beautiful dreams turn into nightmares. My
greatest pain will not reach the ears of anyone. Not even my mother. I will never
know who I am. Only He who has made me different from all others will know me.
He sees my talents and who I would become. Nobody else will ever know me. Not
even my mother . . . And except for death, no one will kiss me. Not even my
mother.
It’s absolutely heartbreaking to hear these words within the context of the deaths
of 1.2 million babies every year. You’ll have to watch the video in its entirety to
see what comes next.
The perspective portrayed in the video isn’t one you’ll hear from Planned
Parenthood or the rest of the abortion industry, especially while they’re occupied
with cashing in on a violent and deadly business. Yet, it’s the child’s voice—his
perspective—that’s a necessary part of the conversation on abortion.
Facts are a stubborn thing—over 3,200 babies killed every day. Every 21-seconds
another heart is stilled by abortion. The abortion industry prefers to hide this grim
reality brought about by their greed for blood money, but Dr. Shirvanian hits it
spot-on in a way that’s thoughtful and engaging. In fact, her video is part of a
campaign to educate women—particularly in Iran— about abortion’s horrifying
reality. Her message, however, is one that knows no borders.
Please watch this brief film and then share it with your family and friends through
email, Facebook, and Twitter. When it comes to the battle of protecting the
babies and their mothers, it’s tools like this that can melt the hearts of even the
most dedicated pro-abortion person.
May the pain in our hearts caused by abortion be one of the motivations for
making this film go viral.
For Mothers and their Babies,
Bradley Mattes
Executive Director Life Issues Institute
http://www.lifeissues.org/video/InterviewWithUnbornChild.htm

Your feedback is important to
us! Do you have an idea or
story you would like to share?
Do you have a comment or
opinion on one of our articles?
Call Virginia at 519-272-1669
or send an email to:
virginiamiller16@gmail.com

Pro-Life 101
Q. Isn’t abortion a private matter between a woman and her god?
A. Yes, privacy is important; but do we allow parents to abuse their children as
long as they do so in the privacy of their own home? Clearly, privacy is not the
issue, but rather, What is the unborn? If the unborn is a human person, it
deserves the same protection other children do.

This year, 2012, was my third time going to the
March for Life in Ottawa. It was the best one
yet. We got off the bus in Ottawa at 7:00 a.m.
and went out for breakfast.
After that we
walked to Notre Dame Basilica for a beautiful
Mass led by Bishop Prendergast with numerous
bishops and priests helping to celebrate the
Mass. When the Mass was finished we walked to
Parliament Hill.
After listening to various
speakers on the hill, the March started. The
walk itself took just over an hour. Along the
route a group of protesters with signs said some
nasty things to us.
In the end, I was glad that I went to the March
because if there`s one thing I know, it`s that it is
always the right choice to protect life.
Timothy Miller, grade 9 student, St. Michael C.S.S.

“In the past forty years,
four million preborn children
have been killed by abortion,
and recently studies show that these
include sex-selective abortions.
Unlike the pro-abortion movement
which prides itself
on supporting the rights of females
but ignores the plight of preborn females,
participants at the March will be
standing up for the right to life for
all human beings.”
Jim Hughes, National President of Campaign Life Coalition

Above: Johanna Miller Delp, Julia Miller and Therese Miller
share a moment at Canada’s March for Life.
Right: Therese Miller and Fr. Jeff Erring pose with a group of
enthusiastic pro-life supporters.

“The March has been growing by the
thousands
each year and in 2011
over 15,000 people participated.
We are hoping to attract even more this
Thursday. There will never be peace on
abortion in Canada
until the unborn child is recognized
as a human being from the time of conception
and protected by Canadian law”
Mary Ellen Douglas, CLC National Organizer.

A picture is worth a thousand words. These pictures show some of the 19,500 at the 2012 March
for Life in Ottawa, marching in solidarity , silent no more.

A new generation of Pro-Lifers!

As a student of St. Michael Catholic Secondary School and a person
of faith, I chose to attend the March for Life in Ottawa. I felt that
I had the opportunity given from God to speak for the people who
couldn’t.
We drove six hours by bus on May 10, 2012 to Ottawa to promote
life from the act of conception to natural death. When we arrived,
we had breakfast and then went to Notre Dame Basilica for Mass.
The Church was bursting from too many people. I thought, “Why
can’t our Masses back in Stratford be full?” I was happy to see the
fullness of the Church and to see so many young people gathered in
a church.
After Mass I got a sign from the Knights of Columbus. It said
“Defend Life.” We walked to parliament hill. I got to hear the
MPs talk about the good work we were doing. There were more
than 15 MPs that openly agreed with the pro-life cause. Next came
the big event, the March. We walked through the streets of
Ottawa by some pro-choice protesters. One woman said, “Pro-life
increases your chance of getting STIs.” I thought, and said to the
people around me, “She’s wrong, pro-life doesn’t cause STIs,
having multiple sex partners does.” Then it seemed as if I was in a
forgiving mood, for I thought, “It isn’t your fault for you have been
misguided, or not even taught the right way.”
The group of marchers eventually got back to the hill and the day
was winding down. The last part was speeches from the people
who regret having an abortion. It proved that there is life in the
womb and whatever the situation for having the abortion, it’s just
more stress and heartbreak.

Thousands March for Life
Against Abortion
excerpt The Ottawa Sun, May 10, 2012
Political leaders in Ottawa insist the abortion debate is
closed, but thousands of people who marched on
Parliament Hill on Thursday begged to differ.
The 15th annual March for Life saw parents,
grandparents and large swaths of high school students
calling on the feds to ban abortion.
“Science and medicine are teaching us more about the
distinct personhood of the child in the womb,” said
Bruce Clemenger, president of the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada. “You have heard it said that the
debate over the protection of the unborn is over. I say
look at this crowd.”

As the speeches were finishing, I spoke to a pro-choice person
walking by and said, “Are you listening to these people?” He said,
“Ya, very emotional” sarcastically. I said to the pro-lifers after he
left, “It’s going to have to be the hard way for them to learn.”
They agreed.
The way home gave me time to think about the day. I was happy
about the amount of pro-life people that showed up, 19,500, but I
was angry because of the lack of education the Catholic Schools
give on the faith. If the school taught the specifics of the faith, we
would have more people at the march and would know right from
wrong. The pro-choicers don’t know what the faith teaches for
there are other ways and the question why will be answered. I
guess this is another opportunity that God has given to be teachers
of the Way, Truth, and the Life.
Thomas Horenberg, Gr. 9, St. Michael Catholic Secondary School

Howard Culligan
Broker of Record
howard@culliganrealty.com
Office: 519-348-4706

Auctioneer and Appraiser
STRATFORD, ONTARIO
519-571-8788

Paul C. HARTMAN CARPENTRY

A Touch of Dutch

R.R.#3 Lakeside

Landscaping and Garden Services Ltd
4146 Line 29, R.R. 3, Stratford, ON N5A 6S4

519.349.2855
Additions •Trim •Renovations
Replacement Windows & Doors
“All your construction needs”

JOHAN BOSSERS
info@atouchofdutchlandscaping.com
www.atouchofdutchlandscaping.com

Scott’s Services

3 Hair Stylists to Serve You
*Betty *Frank *Matt
OPEN 8:30 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M.
SATURDAY TILL 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED WEDNESDAY
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY

126 Downie St
Stratford

Phone
519-271-0980

FESTIVAL CITY CONCRETE
All types of concrete floors and slabs
Decorative concrete, driveways, sidewalks and patios
Mini Excavator and Skid Steer Services
PAUL VISSER
EMAIL: pvisser@cyg.net
R.R.#2
PHONE: 519-271-3201
GADS HILL, ON
FAX: 519-595-7224
N0K 1J0

Mary
Dingman
Broker

(519) 273-2821 ext. 232

Office: 519-393-5200
Fax
519-393-5205
Cell: 519-581-7863
Email:
jpol@quadro.net

Meeting all your construction needs

38 Avondale Avenue
Stratford, Ontario
N5A 6M4
519-271-6736

88 Wellington Street
Stratford, ON N5A 2L2
Fax: 519-273-4202
Cell: 519-274-5979
marydingman@wightman.ca

Best
Fish’n’Chips
In Stratford

Joe Lorentz

ELECTRIC
- SPECIALISTS in FARM -

UNDERGROUND WIRING & RESIDENTIAL
EST. 1973
CALL ANYTIME AT
519-273-7957

John & Irma De Vries
5237 Line 13 Minto Twp.
R.R.#4 Harriston, Ontario N0G 1Z0
Tel: 519-338-3920
Fax: 519-338-3339
Email: joyrunfarmsinc@xplornet.com

377 Huron Street

519-273-5296

Serving the area with quality concrete since 1956
*Ready Mix * Crane Rental * Precast * Stone Slinger
FOR QUALITY CONCRETE & FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL
Perth Plants
Stratford * St. Marys
519-271-8809

473 Douro Street
Stratford
519-271-1981

Huron Plants
Goderich * Seaforth
519-524-7361

519-527-0811

1-800-265-5199

18 Water Street
St. Marys
519-284-2410

SALES*SERVICE*INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING*HEATING*AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL*BEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS
CUSTOM KITCHENS*SHEET METAL
ELECTRIC MOTORS

519-393-5560

15686 Fourteen Mile Road
Excavations - Sewers - Gravel - Topsoil
Skidster - Excavator and Loader Rentals
HYD Packer - HYD Conc. Breaker
Phone - (519)225-2340 Fax (519)225-2325
Joe Dewan - (519) 272-2301

219 Lorne Avenue East
Stratford, Ontario N5A 6S4
519-272-0090
Toll-Free 1-800-661-CORE

Perth Concrete
Products Ltd.

James Stock

Breakfast all day!
Free delivery on orders
over $25.00

Gifts  Social Stationery
Bedding  Bath Accessories
97 Ontario St., Stratford, ON. N5A 3H1
TEL: (519)271-9270 FAX (519) 271-4792

In-Home Footcare
Theresa M. Mabb R.P.N.
Home: 519-348-8024 Cell: 519-274-9276
Reasonable Rates – Receipts Available
Trimming~Filing~Corns~Callouses
Ingrown Nails~Diabetic Footcare
Bunions~Hammer Toes

519-273-2624
www.stratfordprinting.com

Funeral Home Ltd.
Wayne and Greg Young, Funeral Directors

430 Huron Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 5T7
Telephone 519-271-7411

Jeff D. Swan BRE, C.F.P.
293 Queen St., P.O. Box 2758, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A5
Tel: 519-284-4448
JeffSwan@StonetownFinancial.com

Place your ad here!
Our newsletter is printed
4 times a year!
We also publish on the web!
Great exposure for your business
156 Albert Street 519-271-5062
Contact Virginia Miller
519-272-1669
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

Heinbuck
Funeral
Home

Serving the needs
of Stratford and
area families with
care and
consideration
since 1923

Art Contest Winners
Thank you to all who contributed artwork for this year’s art
contest. Again this year, there were many creative entries.
The judges, Helena Partridge and Donna MacArthur had a
formidable task choosing the winners. They are as follows:
Kindergarten
1st Alexa Burtenshaw, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
2nd Billy Baes, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
3rd Autumn Mikel, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
Hon. Mention: Ally DeJong, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
Grade 1
1st Paige DeJong, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
2nd Mya Dunn, St. Joseph’s School, Clinton
3rd Maria Baes, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
Hon. Mention: Elena VanNuland, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
Grade 2
1st Nolan Bannon, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
2nd Alex Morley, Precious Blood School, Exeter
2nd Joel Britton, St. Patrick’s School, Dublin
3rd Sasha Lemire, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
Hon. Mention: Carlos Ramos, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
Hon. Mention: Brock Manzo, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
Grade 3
1st Cassidy Campbell, Precious Blood School, Exeter
2nd Maddox Keller, Precious Blood School, Exeter
3rd Hallee Schilbe, Precious Blood School, Exeter
Grade 4
1st Natalie Weinheimer, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
2nd Logan DeGroot, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
3rd Grace Shantz, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
Hon. Mention: Kylie Nott, St. Joseph’s School, Clinton
Grade 5
1st Shawn Barnett, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
2nd Jessica Blowes, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
2nd Samantha Reidy, St. Patrick’s School, Kinkora
3rd Justine Rivers, St. Mary’s School, Goderich
Grade 6
1st Lizzy Matheson, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
2nd Nicole Castaneda Ceron, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
3rd Claire Lavereau, St. Aloysius School, Stratford
Grade 7
1st Sarah Wilder, St. Boniface, Zurich
2nd Lara Nauwelaerts, St. Joseph’s School, Clinton
3rd Melody Colleen Cyr, St. Boniface School, Zurich
Hon. Mention: Stacy Masse, St. Boniface School, Zurich
Grade 8
1st Zoe Bieman, St. Joseph’s School, Clinton
2nd Eugeinia Pentland, St. Joseph’s School, Clinton
3rd Amber Tugwell, St. Joseph’s School, Clinton
Hon. Mention: Remy Bles, St. Mary’s School, Goderich
Presentations of awards will be held at St. Columban
School, on June 19, 2012, at 6:30 p.m. Pizza and
refreshments will be provided for all.
“Ive noticed that everyone who is for abortion is
already born.” – Ronald Reagan

From the editor’s desk
June 2012 – Virginia Miller
This June newsletter is dedicated to the Truth and
Personhood. I would say that one is enmeshed in the
other. The question is, “How have we come to this sorry
passé?”
In the encyclical ‘Centesimus annus’ (May l, 1991),
Blessed John Paul II writes, “Totalitarianism arises out of
a denial of truth in the objective sense. If there is no
transcendent truth…..then there is no sure principle for
guaranteeing just relations between people. Their selfinterest as a class, group or nation would inevitably set
them in opposition to one another….Thus, the root of
modern totalitarianism is to be found in the denial of the
transcendent dignity of the human person who, as the
visible image of the invisible God, is therefore by his
very nature the subject of rights which no one may
violate – no individual, group, class, nation or State” (no.
44)
History has recorded the denial of the dignity of the
human person by reason of colour, race, creed, and
caste through slavery, brutality and murder. (…one
class…in opposition to..another..) Today, the denial of
all human dignity is the fate of the most defenceless of
all human persons, the child in the womb. Despite
tremendous advances in scientific medical knowledge
which reveal the Truth of a living, human being in the
womb, this Truth is trumped by “rights” of self-interest.
(…one class…in opposition to..another..) Thus, in this
21st century, this human indignity, this murder, is called
“Choice” and has become a lucrative business, using our
tax dollars to pay for abortions.
The transcendent dignity of the human person can only
be restored with the end of all abortions. For millions of
unborn babies, the time is already too late.
“All that is necessary for evil to flourish is for good
people to do nothing.”

Right to Life Bursaries
SDRTL will be awarding two $500.00 Bursaries to
graduating students, one each in St. Michael’s CSS,
Stratford and St. Ann’s CSS, Clinton. The recipients may
be male or female, exhibiting outstanding zeal in support
of life issues, actively working to end abortion and/or
prevent the legalization of euthanasia, in accordance with
the teachings of the Catholic Church. Recommendations
should take into account the involvement of the student
in such activities as March for Life, Life Chain, Student Life
organizations, etc. through participation as well as
planning and promoting of pro- life activities and
awareness. Recommendations for the bursaries can be
made by any teacher or staff member of the High School
for any eligible student. The bursary may be awarded
once to any student, commencing in the 2013 graduating
year.
This bursary will be known as:
“The Mary Devlin Memorial Bursary.”

Vatican backs European personhood initiative
BY PATRICK B. CRAINE

ROME, Italy, May 23, 2012 (LifeSiteNews.com) - The Vatican is
backing a petition campaign in the European Union that seeks
a debate about enshrining personhood for the unborn from
the moment of conception.
The Vatican’s Pontifical Council for the Laity says the campaign,
which must gather at least one million signatures from 7 EU
states by May 11th, 2013, is a “significant opportunity to send
a wake-up call to the people of Europe.”
While the EU cannot change the laws of member states to
protect unborn life, the petition aims to ensure the EU
respects life in its areas of competence, particularly in terms of
development aid and scientific research.
The petition’s organizing committee includes representatives
from 21 pro-life organizations in 21 EU states. The campaign
involves a coordinated effort by Christian associations and
movements across the continent with the support of
educational and cultural activities in each of the 27 states, and
organizers hope to secure far more than minimum of a million
signatures.
According to the Pontifical Council for the Laity, the organizers
view the effort as “far more than a need,” saying it “is in fact
urgent.”
“They say that it is absolutely necessary to have a ‘general
mobilisation’ of all who support life, as requested by John Paul
II in the encyclical Evangelium vitae (no. 95),” the Pontifical
Council writes. “A true civil and moral renewal at a time of
crisis, mistrust and resignation can begin to speak out on
behalf of those who have no voice.”
Personhood USA, which has organized petitions in states
across the U.S. calling for personhood amendments, said they
are pleased to see that the Vatican supports the petition
strategy as a means to achieve John Paul II’s call for a “general
mobilization”.
“Petitions are great ways to identify, educate, and activate
pro-lifers, especially if the petition process is enlisted in
support of solid principles with a solid grass roots strategy
behind it,” said Gualberto Garcia Jones, Personhood USA’s
Director of Legislative Analysis.
He said paragraph 2270 of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church makes it “abundantly clear” that “legal personhood is
the cornerstone of the pro-life movement.”
That paragraph reads: “From the first moment of his existence,
a human being must be recognized as having the rights of a
person - among which is the inviolable right of every innocent
being to life.”
“So what better catalyst could there be than a personhood
petition, in the EU, in the US, or in any other nation that wishes
to respect life?” Garcia Jones asked.

Pro-life arguments are based
on scientific fact,
Pro-choice arguments are not!

Letters4Life is a campaign to write 100,000 letters to the Prime
Minister of Canada to speak out against abortion.
Our goal is reach 100,000 letters by the day of the voting
of Motion 312 in June.
Anyone can write, and children are welcome to draw a
picture with a short prolife message.
Step 1: Write your own letter, or use one of our form
letters, and address it to:
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper
Prime Minister of Canada
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2
Step 2: Add your letter to the letter tracker here. That
way, we can keep track of how close we are getting to
the goal.
You may write as many letters as you like. Postage is
free!
(The preferred method is printed or handwritten letters,
but emails will also be accepted. If you are sending an
email, please send it to: pm@pm.gc.ca )
For your letter or email to be recognized as valid by
Parliament, please include your home address as well.
Please keep your message respectful and advocate the
dignity of the unborn.
For regular updates, please Like the Facebook page, and
also join the event! Or follow on Twitter!

How It Started:
Inspired by the Teenage Life Club, and their 2012 Prolife
Letter Writing Campaign, I realized it would be great to
have a Canadian version of this pro-life campaign... and
so, Letters4Life came into existence. I've found that
sometimes, even when our beliefs are passionately prolife, it can be hard to be an active pro-lifer. Sometimes
there's just too many things out there that take up our
time and our energy. But taking the time to write a prolife letter can make a huge impact.
100,000 children die every year because of abortion.
100,000 letters could change that.
Are you ready to take up the challenge?

Join Us
Write a letter to the Prime Minister to advocate the
preciousness of life! Send it by June 13th 2012 and take
our survey to let us know how many letters you've
written!
Stratford and District Right to Life is looking for ambitious
people to fill the following:
Executive & Board Position Openings
As of October 12, 2012
1. Executive – Recording Secretary
2. 2. Corresponding Secretary / Newsletter Editor

