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UPCOMING
EVENTS
MONTHLY MEETINGS
1:00 P.M.
75 FRANKLIN DR. STRATFORD
4TH TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
EXCEPT JULY AND DECEMBER
PICKETING
LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

4-5 P.M.
IN FRONT OF LHSC AT
WELLINGTON &
COMMISSIONERS RD. LONDON

CALL TERRY: 519-393-8400

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
SEPTEMBER 25, 2012
7:00 P.M.
ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH HALL
LIFE CHAIN
SUNDAY, SEPT 30, 2012
2 P.M.
SEE DETAILS INSIDE!

ANNUAL DINNER
SPECIAL 40TH ANNIVERSARY
SATURDAY, OCT 20, 2012
MITCHELL ARENA
SOCIAL HOUR 5:30 P.M.
DINNER 6:30 P.M..

President’s Message

Elisabeth Dobbe
Dear Friends of Right to Life
This Fall we will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Stratford & District Right to Life,
a committee organized by some brave people, to inform society of the truth and
dangers of Abortion. I wish I could say that the battle has been won but “rights” still
trump reason and moral truth.
This past year, 2012, has been a very busy year for all of us. We had a great deal of
publicity; two meetings with MPP Randy Pettapiece regarding Bill 13 and Defunding
Abortion in Ontario; a dessert social with guest speaker Stephen Woodworth MP,
explaining Motion M312, the Personhood bill; and meetings with the Huron-Perth
School Board regarding bursaries and the Chastity Program.
Our Annual Membership drive will begin on October 1, 2012.
Your membership is the Lifeline of the Stratford & District Right to Life. The renewal
of your membership shows that you really do care about the future of your families.
(Your children and grandchildren) Please consider becoming part of this, your
organization, so that we can all work together for the cause of Life.
Life chain will be held in Stratford on Sunday, September 30th 2012, from 2 – 3 p.m.,
with refreshments served at St. Joseph’s Church Hall after.
There will be a General Meeting this month on Tuesday, September 25, 2012 at 7:00
p.m. at St. Joseph’s hall (refreshments will be served after). It is our fervent hope
that many of you, our members, will attend this meeting. This would be a perfect
opportunity to meet each other, share concerns and ideas, as well as check out a
volunteer position for an upcoming Right to Life event (volunteers are always
needed!).
Our annual dinner will be held this year at the Mitchell & District Arena & Community
Center. Our Key-note speaker this year will be Angelina Steenstra from Silent no
More. Angelina will share her personal experience of abortion.

“Abortion is a reflection that we have not met
the needs of women.
Women deserve better than abortion”
(Feminists for Life)

Now’s the time to unite behind Woodworth’s motion
by Patrick B. Craine Wed Aug 29 8:33 AM EST

Author’s note: The following blog post is written for Canadians in my capacity as president of Campaign Life Coalition,
Nova Scotia.
The date is set: On Sept. 26th Woodworth’s motion to reconsider the humanity of the unborn child faces a decisive vote.
If it gets 50% of MPs behind it, then it moves to committee. If not then it dies.
So now’s the time for a final push to lobby our MPs, and get friends and family to do the same.
Write your MPs, the Prime Minister, and Justice Minister Rob Nicholson, preferably by mail but e-mail if necessary. See
the links for contact info. Visit your MP if possible or give him or her a call.
It’s important for you to make contact yourself. But then you need to encourage your friends and family to do it too.
When you’re writing your MP, consider the following talking points:
• Canada has had no law regulating abortion since section 251 of the Criminal Code was struck down by the
Supreme Court in 1988. Despite the fact that the court called on Parliament to enact a new law, it’s been nearly
25 years.
• Canadians are woefully unaware that Canada lacks an abortion law, but when told, they clearly don’t support the
status quo: An Abacus Data poll in May 2011 found that 59% of Canadians want some form of restrictions on
abortion.
• Canada’s failure to act on abortion is in violation of our international agreements. The UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which Canada has ratified, calls on governments to “provide legal protection before as well as
after birth.”
• Woodworth’s motion is merely calling for a close examination of the scientific evidence supporting or opposing
the humanity of the unborn child. Clearly our politicians want to base our laws on solid evidence, so it would
seem fitting to give it a close look.
Since the motion is to examine the scientific evidence, it’s also worth noting that embryologists and other scientists who
have no vested interest in the public debate have been clear that life begins at conception.
Here are some compelling statements by experts you might consider using, taken from Randy Alcorn’s ProLife Answers to
ProChoice Arguments:
•
•

•
•

“The [single-cell zygote] results from fertilization of an oocyte by a sperm and is the beginning of a human
being.” – Dr. Keith L. Moore, The Developing Human: Clinically Oriented Embryology, 2nd Edition
“From the moment of fertilization, that is from the earliest moment of biologic existence, the developing human
being is alive, and entirely distinct from the mother who provides nourishment and protection. From fertilization
to old age, it is the same living human being who grows, develops, matures and eventually dies. This particular
human being, with his or her characteristics, is unique and therefore irreplaceable.” – Dr. Jerome Lejeune,
considered the “father” of modern genetics
“By all the criteria of modern molecular biology, life is present from the moment of conception.” – Prof. Hymie
Gordon, Mayo Clinic
“It is incorrect to say that biological data cannot be decisive. … It is scientifically correct to say that an individual
human life begins at conception. Our laws, one function of which is to help preserve the lives of our people,
should be based on accurate scientific data.” – Prof. Micheline Matthews-Roth, Harvard University Medical School

Finally, consider Stephen Woodworth’s main talking point: “Don’t accept any law that says some human beings are not
human beings!”
Now, the obvious question on all our minds is: what chance does the motion have of passing?
Stephen Woodworth himself apparently has low expectations. Asked by Macleans, he said, “I really can’t say for sure, but
I am not optimistic that it will even approach 50% unless there is a sudden resurgence among Members of Parliament of
a commitment to the ideal of universal human rights.”
But that doesn’t mean we should back off. Not at all. Obviously Woodworth himself hasn’t – he’s still travelling the
country talking up the motion.
Of course our ultimate goal is to pass strong pro-life legislation but even if we’re not ready to do that yet, our political
efforts are crucial to educating the public and our politicians. Every new motion or bill keeps the issue in the public
consciousness and ensures our nation never forgets the horror perpetrated under our very noses.
And we can at least be right in our own conscience, knowing that we did all we could.
Now go write your MP!

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE
NUMBERS

HELP LINE
1-800-665-0570
Pregnancy Care Centre
519-273-0554
KW Resource Centre
519-886-4001
Help After Abortion
1-800-395-HELP

Happy Canada Day

Homes for Pregnant Moms
St. Monica House
231 Herbert Street
Waterloo, ON N2J 1V1
519-743-0291
Marillac Place
109 Young Street
Kitchener, ON N2H 4Z2
519-571-0722

Fresh Start
Maternity Supports
Lori Wall
Phone: 1-519-637-7775
Fax: 1-866-245-1774
Cell: 1-519-639-5841
118 Centre Street
St. Thomas, ON N5R 2Z9

Your feedback is important to
us! Do you have an idea or
story you would like to share?
Do you have a comment or
opinion on one of our articles?
Call Virginia at 519-393-8400
or send an email to:
virginiamiller16@gmail.com

Canada Day celebrations in the nation’s capital were given a new twist this weekend
as youth activists with The New Abortion Caravan descended on Ottawa with
billboard-size abortion images. At 2pm on Saturday, they formed a funeral
procession and delivered a white child’s coffin to 24 Sussex Drive – the residence of
Prime Minister Stephen Harper.
“Today we are presenting Prime Minister Harper, as the elected leader of our
country, with a child’s coffin representing the pre-born Canadians his government
and governments preceding have failed so badly” said Stephanie Gray,
spokesperson for the group.
On Sunday July 1, the group of 25 activists, with an average age of 24, were
demonstrating with their large graphic signs near Parliament Hill. Thereafter they
hand-delivered postcards bearing graphic images directly to homes across the city.
The city’s highways were also treated to the images courtesy of the group’s
roaming truck.
The New Abortion Caravan has been travelling across the country since May 29,
when they launched their campaign in Vancouver. They are re-tracing the steps of
the old abortion caravan from 1970, where a group of self-proclaimed “furious
women” sought to repeal the abortions laws and obtain free abortion on demand.
18 years later they got what they wanted, and tax-funded abortions happen
through all 9 months of pregnancy in Canada.
by John Henry Westen (LifeSiteNew.com July 2, 2012)

In 1970, a group of self-described “furious women” drove
from Vancouver to Ottawa with 2 goals: repeal the abortion
laws and secure free abortion on demand. They achieved
their goals 18 years later with the Supreme Court’s
Morgentaler decision.
The New Abortion Caravan is controversial because it
is retracing the old caravan’s steps with an 18 year
plan to redeem Canadian history.
(excerpted from LifeSiteNews.com – for the full article go to
www.lifesitenews.com/home/print_article/news/35148)

New Abortion Caravan Arrives in London
There was standing room only in the Youth for Christ
Center on Adelaide St. South in London on Monday,
June 25th, 2012 to welcome members of the Canadian
Center for Bioethical Reform (CCBR), who spearheaded
a trek across Canada..
Their trucks display large photos of aborted unborn
babies.
Along the journey they stop to educate
Canadians about the humanity of unborn children and
the truth about what abortion does to these babies.
Stephanie Gray, the executive director of the CCBR, was
late beginning the meeting because of a disturbance
outside caused by a group of pro-abortion activists. One
of them climbed on the truck and attempted to tear off
the photo of aborted babies with a coat hanger. Police
were called and some order was finally restored.
The crowd was introduced to young persons in their
late teens and twenties who testified individually about
their experiences speaking to people across the country
about the unborn and about the realities of abortion.
Jonathan Van Maren spoke about CCBR's goal to end
abortion in 18 years, about the parallels between the
struggles to end 19th century slavery and 20th century
discrimination against African Americans and about their
plansand strategies to reach their goal of an abortionfree Canada.
To quote Martin Luther King Jr. in the Letter from a
Birmingham Jail: "Like a boil that can never be cured so
long as it is covered up but must be opened with all its
ugliness to the natural medicines of air and light,
injustice must be exposed, with all the tension its
exposure creates, to the light of human conscience and
the air of national opinion before it can
be cured."
To support the Canadian Center for Bioethical Reform,
contact by computer
email@unmaskingchoice.ca or send cheques made out
to CCBR to Box 123,
5-8720 Macleod Trail SE, Calgary, AB, T2H 0M4.

Grocery Tape Update
In response to our inquiry, Loblaw’s head office sent us a letter
confirming that they would honour the grocery tapes collected from
Zehr’s grocery stores.
However, Zehr’s of Stratford has refused to honour any grocery tapes
collected by and for the Stratford and District Right to Life.
Rose Marcy took the tapes which Stratford Right to Life had collected
to St. Vincent de Paul and submitted them through that group. They
received $453.46.
Since then, there has been a collection box set up at the entrance to St.
Joseph’s Church collecting tapes for Campaign Life in Toronto and
Greenwood Terrace in Stratford.
We are at a total loss as to how all this has occurred. If anyone can
shed light on this matter please contact us.
Also, anyone who wishes to see the letter from Loblaw’s head office
may contact us.

Some of the winners of the Annual Right to Life Art Contest with their winning pictures at the
Presentation night, June19, 2012 in St. Columban School. Congratulations to all the winners.

Chastity Program on hold?

Stratford and District
Right to Life invites you
to join hands

Life Chain
Sunday, September 30th
from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Refreshments will follow
at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall

It has become obvious that while the children in the younger grades have a
fair comprehension of the issues of life suitable to their state, the older
students, grades 8 + do not seem keen on the message. The results of the
art contest have confirmed this opinion. Just about the time when these
children have the most to lose in our sex-saturated culture, they seem to
lose interest in life issues which contradict the world around them.
Recently, a committee of the SDRTL met with the Huron Perth Catholic
School Board to make a presentation towards introducing a chastity
program into grades 5-6 and 7-8 of the Catholic elementary schools in our
area. This proposed program has the approval and support of the Bishop
and has been in London’s Catholic schools for 15 years. Although
originally encouraged by the warm reception of the Board’s representative,
Dan Parr, and assurances that it was compatible with the Family Life
Studies, a letter was received from Superintendent Joanne MacGregor, that
our program and volunteers were neither needed nor welcome in their
schools. A letter of request for further clarification has been sent, but there
has been no reply as yet.
Jacqui Connolly

STRATFORD AND DISTRICT RIGHT TO LIFE
40TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL DINNER
October 20, 2012
Mitchell and District Arena & Community Centre
185 Wellington Street, Mitchell
Social Hour 5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m.
$20.00 for adults - $15.00 for students
featuring keynote speaker
Angelina Steenstra from
“Silent No More”
for more information please contact Elisabeth Dobbe – 519-271-7233

‘Which one was conceived in Rape?’
the viral image that deflated pro-abortion rhetoric by Peter Baklinski
(excerpted from the article posted on LifeSiteNews.com August 27, 2012))

The fuzzy grayscale ultrasound images of the two unborn babies are practically identical. But the
jarring question above the images makes everyone take a second look: “Which of these two human
beings was conceived in rape?”
The viewer is compelled to say: “I can’t tell, they both look the same.” And that’s exactly the point.
Whether a baby is conceived in the terrible circumstance of rape or in the happy circumstance of a
loving spousal embrace, the fact remains that both are human beings. Both, if given a chance, will
flourish by being loved, and both will requite that love in due season.
But that is not the answer abortion advocates ever want anyone to give when discussing rape and
abortion.
Since LifeSiteNews posted the image, created by Abolish Human Abortion, to its “We Can End
Abortion” Facebook page last week, it has been shared 4774 times and received 4,344 likes and 526
comments. Many of those comments attack the very core of one of the commonest arguments used
to justify abortion - namely that abortion is necessary in cases of rape.
A woman named Nicole was glad that someone convinced her mother to think of her as a gift, not
merely as a product of rape to be dealt with by abortion.
“I want to just take a minute and tell you my story,” she wrote. “I was the result of a rape, and
because someone talked my biological mom into not aborting, I am alive and I now have a little
bundle of joy of my own. And just so you know, if my daughter ever got raped, I would tell her that
that baby is a miracle…”
Men and women who were conceived in rape are the ones who see the huge flaw in the rape
argument for abortion. They unflinchingly point out, ‘Why should the innocent child conceived in rape
receive the death penalty for the crime of the father?’ Some even suggest that the rapist should be
the one punished in this way, not the unborn baby.
One woman named Anna, after comparing the ultrasound images of the two unborn babies,
commented how her own child conceived in rape affected her life.
“I was raped when I was 13. The beautiful baby girl that God gave me from that has helped to heal
me more than anything else on this planet could have. To that baby you are still a whole person. You
are not broken or damaged. You are their everything! My baby girl is 17 now, and she is absolutely
amazing! I cannot imagine life without her.”
These commenters have hit upon a fundamental truth that transcends biological reality, namely that a
baby in the womb, no matter how it got there, is a human being who deserves life. It matters not who
the father is. Each unborn child, conceived in rape or not, is a unique and unrepeatable human life
destined for greatness.
Julie Makimaa, who was conceived in rape and now works to defend the right to life of all children in
the womb, said it best: “It doesn’t matter how I began. What matters is who I will become.”

Do you have your ticket yet?
Contact a member for your chance to win
great prizes!
Draw will be held on October 20, 2012 at our
Annual Dinner

Stratford and District Right to Life
welcomes Angelina Steenstra as
guest speaker at our Annual
Dinner.
“Angelina (an opponent of the
rape exception to abortion and a
victim of date rape) is one of
those women that abortion
providers like to claim doesn't
exist, a woman who was hurt
emotionally by an abortion. Even
worse for pro-aborts, she shows
that having an abortion because
she was raped wasn't the right
choice either. It didn't prevent
emotional damage, it caused
more. Thankfully more & more
women are speaking out.”

Howard Culligan
Broker of Record
howard@culliganrealty.com
Office: 519-348-4706

Auctioneer and Appraiser
STRATFORD, ONTARIO
519-271-8788

Paul C. HARTMAN CARPENTRY

A Touch of Dutch

R.R.#3 Lakeside

519.349.2855
Additions •Trim •Renovations
Replacement Windows & Doors
“All your construction needs”

Landscaping and Garden Services Ltd
4146 Line 29, R.R. 3, Stratford, ON N5A 6S4

JOHAN BOSSERS
info@atouchofdutchlandscaping.com
www.atouchofdutchlandscaping.com

*Betty *Frank *Matt
OPEN 8:30 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M.
SATURDAY TILL 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED WEDNESDAY
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY

126 Downie St
Stratford

Phone
519-271-0980

FESTIVAL CITY CONCRETE

Mary
Dingman
Broker

(519) 273-2821 ext. 232

Office: 519-393-5200
Fax
519-393-5205
Cell: 519-581-7863
Email:
jpol@quadro.net

Meeting all your construction needs

38 Avondale Avenue
Stratford, Ontario
N5A 6M4
519-271-6736

88 Wellington Street
Stratford, ON N5A 2L2
Fax: 519-273-4202
Cell: 519-274-5979
marydingman@wightman.ca

Best
Fish’n’Chips
In Stratford

Joe Lorentz

ELECTRIC
- SPECIALISTS in FARM -

UNDERGROUND WIRING & RESIDENTIAL
EST. 1973
CALL ANYTIME AT
519-273-7957

John & Irma De Vries
5237 Line 13 Minto Twp.
R.R.#4 Harriston, Ontario N0G 1Z0
Tel: 519-338-3920
Fax: 519-338-3339
Email: joyrunfarmsinc@xplornet.com

Perth Plants
Stratford * St. Marys
519-271-8809

473 Douro Street
Stratford
519-271-1981

Huron Plants
Goderich * Seaforth
519-524-7361

519-527-0811

1-800-265-5199

18 Water Street
St. Marys
519-284-2410

SALES*SERVICE*INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING*HEATING*AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL*BEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS
CUSTOM KITCHENS*SHEET METAL
ELECTRIC MOTORS

519-393-5560

All types of concrete floors and slabs
Decorative concrete, driveways, sidewalks and patios
Mini Excavator and Skid Steer Services
PAUL VISSER
R.R.#2
EMAIL: pvisser@cyg.net
GADS HILL, ON
PHONE: 519-271-3201
N0K 1J0
FAX: 519-595-7224

219 Lorne Avenue East
Stratford, Ontario N5A 6S4
519-272-0090
Toll-Free 1-800-661-CORE

Serving the area with quality concrete since 1956
*Ready Mix * Crane Rental * Precast * Stone Slinger
FOR QUALITY CONCRETE & FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL

3 Hair Stylists to Serve You

Scott’s Services
15686 Fourteen Mile Road
Excavations - Sewers - Gravel - Topsoil
Skidster - Excavator and Loader Rentals
HYD Packer - HYD Conc. Breaker
Phone - (519)225-2340 Fax (519)225-2325
Joe Dewan - (519) 272-2301

Perth Concrete
Products Ltd.

James Stock

377 Huron Street

519-273-5296

Breakfast all day!
Free delivery on orders
over $25.00

Gifts • Social Stationery
Bedding • Bath Accessories
97 Ontario St., Stratford, ON. N5A 3H1
TEL: (519)271-9270 FAX (519) 271-4792

In-Home Footcare
Theresa M. Mabb R.P.N.
Home: 519-348-8024 Cell: 519-274-9276
Reasonable Rates – Receipts Available
Trimming~Filing~Corns~Callouses
Ingrown Nails~Diabetic Footcare
Bunions~Hammer Toes

519-273-2624
www.stratfordprinting.com

Funeral Home Ltd.
Wayne and Greg Young, Funeral Directors

430 Huron Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 5T7
Telephone 519-271-7411

Jeff D. Swan BRE, C.F.P.
293 Queen St., P.O. Box 2758, St. Marys, ON N4X 1A5
Tel: 519-284-4448
JeffSwan@StonetownFinancial.com

Place your ad here!
Our newsletter is printed
4 times a year!
We
also
publish on the web!
Serving the needs of Stratford and area
families with care and consideration
Great exposure for your business
Contact Virginia Miller
156 Albert Street 519-271-5062
519-272-1669
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

James A. Rutherford
Funeral Home Ltd

Men are the forgotten victims in abortion, says
psych - even the ones you love to hate

Men are the forgotten victims of the abortion crisis, says one
psychologist - but not in the way you think
Although there are many men who, lacking any legal rights, suffer
helplessly as their children are scheduled for an abortion,
psychologist Gregory Hasek asked an audience at the National
Right to Life Convention last week to think of the other group: the
less likeable one.
The men who turn ice cold when told their girlfriends or wives are
pregnant, who threaten them, directly or indirectly pushing them
into an abortion, or who leave them at the abortion clinic door,
never to be seen or heard from again - these are the ones that both
pro-life and pro-choice have no trouble condemning.
And while their behavior is reprehensible, said Hasek, simply
dismissing them as one of so many “worthless men” will do
nothing but perpetuate the problem we face - a nation “full of
trauma.”
“We have a lot of trauma in this country between males and
females,” he said.
Among other indicators of the level of silent suffering in America such as the staggering rates of child abuse and abortions – is that
one in three children grow up without fathers in the home, a fact
that Hasek says has had an incalculable impact on men.
“They didn’t have a father in their life, they have no tools in the
tool box,” he said. “Their father didn’t tell them how to be a man.
So we’ve got to look at this when the abortion decision happens: if
the guy didn’t have a father in their life, we have to look at that in
an empathetic way to understand why they might have made that
decision.”
Because men have been given little to no input on how to fulfill
their masculine role, said the psychologist, tragically, they are left
with only society’s increasingly negative views of how men act.
“Men have bought into the conditioning of how to view men, too,”
he said.
“This is the way culture views men: they fled.” Meanwhile, “they
don’t view men in terms of what possible wounds might be behind
that decision” - and so the wounds and their impact can often
remain hidden from the man himself.
Inevitably, this dysfunction of masculinity winds up harming
women: even the talking points of pro-abortion rhetoric, such as
“freedom” and “choice,” Haske said, “is probably really rooted in
trauma.”
Meanwhile, he said, men who do have a healthy sense of their role
to protect and nurture others find their worlds turned upside down
by an abortion - as do women.
During an abortion, said Haske, “men are not able to act on fight
response to protect her and the child.”
“Something happens to that guy while he’s sitting in the waiting
room. He’s not able to act on that fight response to go through the
door, throw the doctors out of the way and say, No! Something
dies inside of that male.”
“Meanwhile, the female is not able to act on her flight response.
She’s laying there, she can’t get off the table. Everything in her is
saying, “I wish I could run, I wish I could get out of here and save
my child.
“There’s something that’s destroyed in both people. That’s why
their faces look different when they come out.”
(excerpted from article by Kathleen Gilbert Fri Jul 06 3:46 PM EST
LifeSiteNews.com)

From the editor’s desk
A rose by any other name is still a rose. The sun in any other
language remains the sun. An animal will always be an animal.
Human persons are human persons; they beget human persons.
When a woman’s ovum is united with a man’s sperm a new
human person is created; it is a new life, it was not in her body
before. The Truth IS, it cannot change. “Therapeutic” abortion
is the deliberate killing of a human person. That is a Truth. The
loss of a child is always a traumatic experience for both mother
and father. That also is a Truth. Even if both of them think that
abortion is their right, somewhere inside they know the Truth.
When they finally realize what they have done, devastation sets
in, with low self-esteem, drug abuse, physical abuse, even
suicide. This is a reality.
There are brave women and men who are now speaking out
about the Truth of abortion, citing their own personal
experiences. Their insight and experience is invaluable. They
now realize the Truth and are willing to share it.
For 40 years the Stratford & District Right to Life group has
been educating the public about the Truth of abortion. Millions
upon millions of babies have been destroyed. The carnage is
not only the staggering loss of human lives, but the undeniable
damage done to women and men who have deliberately killed
their own children. The scars are deep, but they do exist and
will need to be dealt with. Our entire world is reeling with these
raw wounds, so much so that hardly anyone is able to recognize
the Truth anymore. We need healing, deep and widespread
cleansing healing; without it the present madness will only
escalate, just as an infected wound spreads and consumes if it is
not treated.
Please read the articles in this newsletter carefully; they all
reflect Truths and the need for healing and forgiveness.
Virginia Miller
Pro-Life 101:
Q. Why should men have anything to say about abortion?
PRPR
They don’t get pregnant.
A. No, men do not get pregnant, but they are the fathers.
Biology tells us that pregnancy results from the union of a
female ovum and male sperm. Even though men do not go
through the physical aspect of a pregnancy, they are
emotionally involved; the conceived child is as much from
the father as the mother. Lost Fatherhood is as traumatic as
lost Motherhood.

Our Feminist Foremothers
Susan B. Anthony, (1820-1906)
owner and business manager
of the early feminist newspaper,
The Revolution, refused to sell
advertising
space
for
abortifacient medicines and
abortion providers.
Her
coeditor explained “Foeticides
and Infanticides should be
classed
together
with
shuddering horror by the whole
human race …”

16-year-old: ‘I regret having sex, but I’ve never regretted keeping my baby’
by Peter Baklinski , July 20, 2012, (LifeSiteNews.com)

Defending a woman’s ‘right to choose’ often means defending abortion. Pro-choice advocates argue for the availability of that choice
saying “you wouldn’t know how hard it is to deal with an unexpected pregnancy unless you’ve experienced it.”
But for Amber Kortekaas, pregnant at 16, nothing could be further from the truth. Amber recounted to LifeSiteNews what she called
the “long chain of events” that resulted in her becoming pregnant at such a tender age.
It all began with the “caring, fun-loving boy” who took Amber out on dates, called her often on the phone, and made her “feel
important.” “I felt obligated to give him what he wanted,” she said. “Stupid, right?”
Not too much later, while attending a six-week-long gliding camp for cadets in the summer of 2010, Amber began to wonder if she
might be pregnant. She blamed her body’s little abnormalities on the “stresses of being away from home.” But Amber began to run
out of excuses for the strange way her body was behaving. It was during the last week of camp that she “figured it all out.” Amber
persevered through the rigorous training and received her pilot’s license, despite all the changes her young body was experiencing as a
result of the pregnancy. But her elation at getting her wings was short lived, for now she faced the reality of having to return home
and tell her parents what was really going on inside of her.
“The thought of telling my parents was terrifying. My mom, a very kind and religious woman, had no idea what I was doing behind her
back.” Amber was spared the dreaded moment: She threw-up during her car ride home, and her mom “instantly” figured out why.
Instead of condemning her, Amber’s family “vowed to support” her. “I was very lucky in this way, for I know it would have all been
harder if they hadn’t.”
The relationship between Amber and her boyfriend began to deteriorate. The “caring, fun-loving boy” became “controlling to the point
where it was abusive.” He began to harass Amber with text messages. If she did not immediately respond to his messages, he would
call her on the phone, demanding to know where she was and why she was not responding.
Amber discovered that her boyfriend had even lied to her about his past and that he had made up stories about himself to gain her
sympathy.
The quarrels between the young couple would end in Amber’s boyfriend threatening her with his suicide if he could not get his way.
“He desperately wanted me to move out with him, but I always refused. The reasons why were numerous. One of the main reasons is
that I knew that he would absolutely give me no support as I tried to finish high school.”
Amber finally began to see for herself how the young man she called her boyfriend and with whom she had created a new life was
“abusing and manipulating” her. “Eventually I couldn’t ignore it anymore.”
Amber continued to live with her parents. She returned to school in the fall, completing her entire semester and even managing to
keep up her honour-roll grades. “I didn’t have my friends at that time,” she recounted, “but I knew the importance of my education.”
With the baby coming in March, Amber cut back on her studies during the spring semester, only taking one class online from her
home.
On March 4th, 2011, Jonah Eden Kortekaas was born.
“He was perfect, although exhausting. But he was worth it all. He was real, living, breathing, and loving.”
The boyfriend continued to harass Amber and even managed to convince the nurses to let him stay in the hospital with her after the
birth of Jonah.
“This turned out to be nothing short of a disaster,” she said. “It went further and further downhill until the last morning I was there.”
On that morning, Amber was scheduled to see a social worker as part of the hospital’s policy for new mothers under the age of 20. The
boyfriend, however, was not invited to the meeting.
“When I returned from the meeting, my mom was in the nursery with Jonah and my boyfriend was in Emergency. He had had a ‘panic
attack’ on the floor and was taken out.”
A nurse who had witnessed the incident pulled Amber aside saying: “You are doing so well and trying so hard. You can do better than
him. Whatever happens, do not leave your baby alone with that boy.”
This was all that Amber needed to hear. She now knew what she had to do. “I broke up with him the next day.”
Amber fought for and won custody over her baby, with her ex-boyfriend being granted only supervised access.
With the boyfriend out of the way, Amber recalls that her life “really started getting better.” She began making new friends. She began
to understand the purpose of boundaries, which she says helped her in building better relationships with people.
“I began feeling good about myself,” she said.
The young mom says that all her struggles have been worthwhile for the sake of her son.
“The thought that I could have so easily destroyed something so wonderful, still scares me to this day.”
“Yes, I am left out of many things, but I don’t feel as if it is the end of the world. I have a son who loves me, and I love him more than
anything. I have fun, and am still enjoying life.”
Amber says that while she “regrets having sex”, she “never regrets” her decision to keep her baby. She likes to compare her “young
and naive” sexual activity resulting in pregnancy to drinking and then causing a car accident.
“To me, the choice is when one decides to drive after drinking. One is responsible for whatever happens after that choice to drive.
Likewise, the choice is when one decides to have sex. One is responsible for whatever happens after that choice.”
Amber saw the entire matter as very simple: Her choice, she says, was when she was with her boyfriend. Once she conceived, there
was no longer any ‘choice’, but simply ‘responsibility’.
Amber pointed out that while the last two years of her life have been hard, nevertheless, through the challenges she has “become a
better person”.
“I feel proud that I was able to take responsibility for my actions, face the consequences and make the best of them.”
“I love my baby. I regret having sex, but I have never regretted keeping my baby. Life doesn’t end when there is an unexpected
pregnancy, it begins.”

Editor’s Note: Amber graduated from high school with the help of her Mom who looked after Jonah in the mornings while she attended
class. Amber participated in online classes in the evenings while Jonah slept. The young mom looks forward to beginning postsecondary education at the University of Ottawa this September. “I am taking the next step,” she said.

