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C O N T A C T  U S  A T  
BOX 21133, STRATFORD, ON  N5A 7V4 

T E L :  5 1 9 - 2 8 4 - 4 8 4 8  
sdrtl.2@yandex.com  

www.stratfordright2life.ca 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
CALL JACQUI 519-284-4848

1:00 P.M 
4TH TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH  

EXCEPT FEB. JULY & DEC 
PICKETING 

LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH    
 4-5 P.M. IN FRONT OF LHSC  

CALL TERRY MILLER: 519-393-8400 
ANNUAL OPEN GENERAL MEETING 

SEPT 27, 2016  AT 7:30 P.M. 
ST. JOSEPHS’ CHURCH MEETING ROOM  

DOWNSTAIRS 
LIFE CHAIN STRATFORD 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2016 

2:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 
ALONG HURON AND ONTARIO STREETS 

SEE MORE DETAILS IN NEWSLETTER 
 

ANNUAL DINNER 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2016 

SPEAKER: ALISSA GOLOB 
SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 3 

PRAYER CALENDAR INTENTIONS 
An End to Abortion, Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide; that Conscience Rights especially for doctor assisted suicide, are upheld by law; Help for all women in crisis pregnancies; Protection for the right of families; Stop Bill C-16 Transgender Bill; Urgent prayer intention for the conversion of George Soros 
 

 

President’s Message 
Jacqui Connolly  Hard to believe that a year has gone by so fast.  This will be my final greeting to you, as I will be retiring at the Annual General Meeting, for personal and health reasons.   I thank all of you, and especially the executive, for helping me to further this fight for the right to life, not only of the preborn but also for the vulnerable persons whom some would consider not worth the trouble of keeping alive. And then we have the professors making statements like “The best thing we can do for future generations is not to have them”, and recommendations that babies should have carbon taxing because of their future impact on the health of the planet.  This is the same old tired overpopulation bogies from the sixties, carted out again, this time to combat climate change. As with the global food crisis, the oil crisis, and every other scenario which has been trotted out to support calls for population control and increased access to abortion and euthanasia, this crisis too will be solved by human ingenuity and determination, as every crisis in the history of mankind has been solved.   Already, every economy in the world has taken steps to reduce carbon emissions and make better use of finite resources.  Growing economies lead to a better educated and more responsible population.  It is not the number of people that threatens the health of the planet, it is the disparity of development opportunities in the poorest parts of the planet.  People cannot give what they do not have. As was previously mentioned, we will not be holding our usual fundraising ticket raffle this year.  Increased regulations and the difficulty in getting ticket sellers has caused us to rethink our fundraising.  We are exploring other models which will be addressed in this newsletter, please see page 3. The CWL ladies have once again donated a beautiful quilt which will be raffled at the Annual Dinner in October.   

I would appeal to the members of our association to consider volunteering for a position on the executive.  The current members of the executive have been leading this effort for quite a long time and many are getting tired and worn.  We desperately need new blood and new ideas if we are to remain an effective voice and advocate for those who cannot advocate for themselves. 
Please renew your membership now!  Use the handy form on 
page 8 of this newsletter!  

 

STRATFORD AND DISTRICT RIGHT TO LIFE IS A PRO-LIFE, non-denominational organization of individuals who believe that all life - before 
and after birth - has a right to care and protection.  We try to serve as a centre of information on the abortion issue, and to reach out to all Canadians concerning the preservation and dignity of human life, and also to urge one to take action in our democratic society. 

Stratford and District Right to Life Newsletter 
Sep 2016  Newsletter No.143 
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The Profound Agony of Miscarriage 
Constance T. Hull (excerpted from catholicexchange.com/profound-agony-miscarriage) I am writing this article because I know that I am not alone. I know that even in the midst of my deep grief and agony, there are others like me. I have just lost my fourth child to miscarriage. I don’t have profound spiritual insight to offer right now. Even though I am a student theologian, I won’t be offering theological explanations today. That will come later when the pain is less acute. For now, the pain, sorrow, and intense suffering must run its course.  I want to explain the agony of miscarriage. First, this is to minister to those who suffer with me, and second, it is to explain that a miscarriage is the loss of a child; something that needs to be explained to a culture that has dehumanized unborn babies. We live in a culture that tells me I did not lose a child. We are told that my husband and I lost a blob of tissue and that is all. A mother knows better. A mother knows that she was united to that child from the moment of conception and a mother knows the intense and immediate love she has for the child from the very beginning. A mother (and a father) knows the wonder and joy of the tiny heartbeat of her baby flickering on the ultrasound screen. The very same beating heart that can be seen by some ultrasound technology at 5.5 weeks pregnant. This may be inconvenient for the culture of death, but it is reality all the same. I’ve seen it with my own eyes and wondered at the beauty of my child on the screen. Miscarriage is the most unnatural experience for a mother that is only superseded by abortion. Miscarrying early means to watch the life-blood of your child and the body of your child bleed out of you and then have to flush that child down the toilet. In early miscarriages, it is nearly impossible to decipher the body of the child from the tissue being lost. The body is there and the mother knows it. I know it. Every trip to the bathroom is a reminder. It is to enter into deep and unquenchable agony. My husband had to pick me up and help me out of the bathroom as I cried uncontrollably. My husband is grieving. He is hurting, but he sees, and has seen, an intense pain in me with each of our miscarriages that can only be understood through the lens of motherhood. No mother should ever be asked to flush her child’s body down the toilet, and yet, that is what millions of mothers have to do who have had early miscarriages. Yes, the soul has left the body of the child, but we are “embodied spirits” and so the trauma of this experience is immense. The body matters. We do not get funeral Masses or bereavement ministries. No. We are left to grieve behind closed doors in our homes. Miscarriage is the same as losing any other loved one. Losing a child at any age, whether unborn or born, is the hardest experience any parent will ever face. The immensity of the pain and sorrow is difficult to put into words. I can’t even do justice to this suffering and the suffering of countless others. What adds insult to injury is that we live in a culture that does not recognize our grief. We are largely left to our own devices and must rely on one another within our families for support. There is little doubt that within the culture and in much of the Church, we have forgotten the millions of families who are grieving the loss of a child or children in miscarriage. This is not meant to come across as angry and bitter. It is a reality that I have experienced time-and-again, as well as every other family I know who has lost a child in miscarriage, whether Catholic or not. There are millions of people sitting in our pews who know this agony. There are millions of mothers and fathers with broken hearts silently weeping, but we cannot see or hear them. My husband and I have been, and are currently, one of those families. We are the silent grieving. I am writing today so that I can recognize the other fathers and mothers who are suffering, or have suffered, from the loss of a child in miscarriage. You are not alone. Your agony and pain are real and warranted. When grief is this acute, theological platitudes and explanations largely fall on deaf ears. We already know the answers. My husband and I trust that our children are in Heaven. We would have baptized all of them and so we trust in God’s mercy. That, however, does not take away the grief now. We pray and I feel God’s presence in my most agonizing moments, but I still feel anger, numbness, and an unquenchable ache. I feel as though something was taken from me, and yes, the child was always God’s, but it is natural for a mother to feel robbed of her child. My arms ache for the four children I have lost and that is okay. We can’t dress grief up in syrupy piety. It does not minister to the suffering. We must recognize that grief is a part of our Fallen experience. We must allow people to go through their suffering and we must have the courage to walk with those in agony. Far too many of us flee when suffering happens to others. I am a mother who has lost four children. If we want the world to see the Culture of Life, then we must help those around us who are suffering from miscarriage. Miscarriage confirms the Culture of Life. Ask any mother who has bled out her own child against her will. I am not crying for tissue and blood. I am crying for the loss of my child. Those tears are tempered by the hope of one day meeting my four beautiful children I have lost in Heaven, but the suffering has to be endured here and now. I must cry the tears and feel my chest rip open from the heartache. The missing, the due date, the bleeding, and the intense agony must happen first. I must walk this lengthy journey for the fourth time. This honest look at my grief in no way contradicts any of my previous writing. The spiritual journey includes moments of intense agony, and yes, even anger at God. We must take care not to allow that anger to take over and turn into bitter resentment. Grief is a return to spiritual childhood. We bang our fists against God’s chest because of our pain, and once the grief has become less acute, we are able to fall into the Father’s arms.  
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Stratford and District Right to Life invites you to join hands LIFE CHAIN 
Sunday, October 2, 2016 from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. Ontario and Huron Streets, Stratford Refreshments to follow  at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall  

As we gather to support the Right to Life, please observe the following guidelines: 
 stand on the sidewalk, close to the curb so you don’t impede pedestrians 
 make sure patrons can enter businesses where you are standing 
 stand at least 1 metre/3 ft. apart holding signs facing the traffic 
 please pray for and think about the tiny victims of abortion and be respectfully quiet 
 interact pleasantly with the public if necessary 
 encourage your children to follow the example of prayerful silence 

Stratford and District Right to Life 44th ANNUAL RIGHT TO LIFE DINNER 
Saturday, October 29th, 2016 Army and Navy Hall 151 Lorne Ave. Stratford 

Social: 5:30 p.m. Dinner: 6:30 p.m. $20.00 Adults $15.00 Students 
Key Note Speaker:                    Alissa Golob 

Alissa worked for Campaign Life Coalition Youth for nearly 6 years, traveling across Canada to address and motivate youth to become active in the pro-life movement and in elections.  She was a main organizer of the March for Life in Ottawa as well as the Youth Banquet and Youth Conference.  Alissa has been featured on radio and television programs and was a regular on the former Sun News Network.  Alissa was part of the #No2Trudeau campaign, speaking in 22 locations and 9 provinces. No longer with CLC, Alissa now works in a different capacity for the pro-life movement.  She regularly speaks at venues across Canada and also blogs on social media under the title: Alissa Golob, activist, blogger and political commentator. for more information - Contact Elisabeth Dobbe 519-271-7233  before October 24th, 2016 –
We, the executive, have been studying the issue of fundraising for over the past year. One of the ideas that emerged was called a Chinese Raffle, although it is known by a variety of names. The goal is to have 100 prizes corresponding to 100 tickets which are enclosed in envelopes to be purchased by participants. Prizes are valued at $20 to $100.  For $20 the participant gets to pick an envelope with an enclosed number corresponding to a prize.  Prizes will be available for viewing at the Annual Dinner.  The mystery is that participants do not know which envelopes correspond to which prize!  Yet every ticket is a winner. Quilt tickets will also be available at the Annual Dinner at a cost of $5.00 each.  The quilt is beautiful and I see lively interest in these tickets. This is a big change from our usual raffle and we are stepping out in faith that although we have found little appetite among members to sell tickets, many were willing to purchase a chance to win a prize.  We have many members who quilt, sew, do needle point, ceramics, and other crafts.  We have painters and sculptors and countless other talents buried within our ranks.  Become part  of our fundraising by donating pieces of your work for this cause.  I want to encourage as many members as possible to come out and attend the Annual Dinner, Guest Speaker, Alissa Golob is sure to inspire and entertain. 
Jacqui 

The  CWL convention was held in Stratford Arden Park July 9 -18 and Stratford and District Right to Life was invited to have a table with the vendors.  A free draw was held for a beautiful picture of mother and child; winners were Maryka VanNes and Marie McCabe  
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
HELP LINE       1-800-665-0570  Pregnancy Care Centre     519-273-0554  National 24 Hr Help Line 1-800-665-0570 www.options4pregnancy.com  KW Resource Centre       519-886-4001 Help After Abortion      1-800-395-HELP  Homes for Pregnant Moms St. Monica House 231 Herbert Street   Waterloo, ON N2J 1V1 519-743-0291  Marillac Place 109 Young Street,  Kitchener ON N2H 4Z2 519-571-0722  Fresh Start Maternity Supports Lori Wall Phone: 1-519-637-7775 Fax: 1-866-245-1774      Cell: 1-519-639-5841 118 Centre Street  St. Thomas, ON  N5R 2Z9  

Area contacts needed! 
 Area representatives act as a liaison with their parish and the SDRTL, distributing newsletters, etc. and collecting annual memberships, updating pertinent information Contacts are needed as follows: 
 Stratford – St. Joseph Church and Immaculate Conception Church  
Seaforth – St. James Church 
Zurich – St. Joseph and St. Joseph’s 
 
To volunteer please contact  
Jacqui - 519-284-4848 or Virginia - 519-393-8400 

 

Art Contest 2016 Winners 
 

Kindergarten 1st Alanah Tscuni St. Patrick,  Kinkora $15.00 2nd Andrew Furstac St. Patrick, Kinkora $10.00 3rd Samual DeGroot St. Patrick, Kinkora $ 5.00 3rd Trinity Ward St. Patrick, Kinkora $ 5.00 Grade One 1st Eve Binns St. Joseph, Stratford $15.00 2nd Kylie Clark St. Joseph, Stratford $10.00 3rd Declan Tracey St. Joseph, Stratford $ 5.00 
Hon. Mention Murray Wallace St. Joseph, Stratford $ 3.00 
Grade Two 1st Leah Dale St. Joseph, Clinton $15.00 2nd Katherine Reid St. Joseph, Clinton $10.00 3rd Isabel DeLavega St. Aloysius, Stratford $ 5.00 
Hon. Mention Holly Grace St. Aloysius, Stratford $ 3.00 
 Hannah Moores St. Aloysius, Stratford $ 3.00 Grades Three and Four 1st Cody Wilos Precious Blood, Exeter $20.00 2nd Chloe McCann Our Lady of Mt Carmel,  $15.00 3rd Campbell Ryan St. Columban  $10.00 3rd Chelsea Peeters St. Mary’s, Listowel $10.00 Grade Five 1st Emma Lincoln St. Patrick, Kinkora $20.00 1st Paige DeJong St. Patrick, Kinkora $20.00 2nd Olivia Harding St. Aloysius, Stratford $15.00 2nd Noah Middleton St. Joseph, Clinton $15.00 3rd Joel Martin St. Aloysius, Stratford $10.00 Grade Six 1st Mikaela Gibson St. Mary’s, Listowel $20.00 2nd Emma Ducharme St. Boniface, Zurich $15.00 3rd Charlotte Juhnke Our Lady of Mt. Carmel $10.00 
Hon. Mention Brea Thornton St. Mary’s, Listowel $ 5.00 
    We extend a big “Thank You” to Janet Albert and all the judges.  Congratulation to all the winners. Well done! 
    

Mary Devlin Memorial Bursary Awards The Mary Devlin Memorial Bursary Awards were presented to: Brianna Algra of St Michael Catholic Secondary School and Eugenia Pentland of St. Anne Catholic Secondary School Congratulations, Brianna and Eugenia!  
Intelligence plus character— that is the goal of true education. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Mom says she wishes she could have aborted her son with microcephaly in horrifying video  
August 18, 2016 (LiveActionNews) -- Today’s culture could accurately be called “confessional.” People share tell-all blog posts and videos spilling intimate details of their lives. In some ways, this can be helpful or laudatory, in other ways, it’s deeply troubling. An example of why it’s troubling is the trend of special needs parents opening up about how they wish their child with a disability never existed. Some of them file lawsuits for “wrongful birth,” blaming doctors for not diagnosing their child with a disability prenatally so the parents could have had an abortion. Others write confessional-style blog posts, or release videos where they bemoan their lives with the child they so clearly see as a burden. One such video was titled “The terrible burden of microcephaly, on a child, and his parents,” the video is nothing short of horrifying. In it, parents Christine Grounds and Jonathan Mir, discuss raising their son, Nicholas, who was unexpectedly born with microcephaly. “We had no idea that, in utero, there was anything wrong with Nicholas,” Grounds recalled. But when he was born, she immediately saw that his head was small. The couple was told that Nicholas had microcephaly. “You must have known that while you were pregnant,” Grounds remembered being told. But she didn’t know, and it’s for that reason that Nicholas survived the pregnancy. “I’m pretty sure no one would have been able to say conclusively that he has microcephaly,” she said. “But I would have terminated the pregnancy.” It is clear that, for Grounds, having a child with microcephaly is one of the worst fates that can befall someone. For her, these people are not deserving of life. It is better for them to be dead, than to live with a disability. Meanwhile, the video shows Nicholas playing in a gym, going to school, smiling, laughing, and talking. Nicholas goes to a school for children with special needs, which his mother says he loves. He also participates in sports, both soccer and baseball. And Grounds explains how they are able to have help with Nicholas throughout the week, and on weekends, which she explained is needed. The subject then moves to their younger son, Alexander, and takes a depressing turn. Alexander was born “normal” and healthy. “We were very concerned that it would happen again with Alexander,” Grounds said. “But we were lucky.” As she speaks, footage of the two brothers playing enthusiastically together is shown, wrestling, laughing, and jumping on a bed. What does Nicholas’ future hold? The couple doesn’t have high expectations.  “People are going to be critical of my saying I would terminate the pregnancy had I known for sure. And people are going to be critical of my saying how difficult it is to have a child with special needs,” she said. She concludes the video by saying that she hopes speaking out could help somebody else in her situation. It’s incredibly difficult to hear a parent speak of their child with such contempt and disdain, and this is a clear example of where our confessional culture goes wrong. Grounds is not the first parent to publicly speak about her desire to erase her child from her life through abortion.  In the case of Mir and Grounds, their two boys will one day grow up and, if they ever Google their parents, find out that their mother wishes that one of them never existed. Having those feelings may, in fact, be valid, but they need to be worked out in the privacy of a therapist’s office — not on the Internet for the entire world to see. But then, it’s another symptom of the narcissism that pervades our approach to child-rearing today. It’s because of people like her that parents of children with special needs have to defend their children’s right to exist. This video was posted because of the Zika outbreak, and it’s potential link to microcephaly (which has still not been proven). More and more people have been pushing for abortion when women are infected with the Zika virus, to prevent babies with microcephaly from being born — even though this is grossly offensive to people with microcephaly. These are actual people, human beings with innate human dignity and worth. They don’t deserve to be treated as monsters who must be eradicated. They deserve respect and compassion, just like any other human being does. And, for what it’s worth, microcephaly does not sentence families to a lifetime of misery, stress, and grief. There are plenty of families that include people with microcephaly that love their children, that find joy in them and want the world to know that — not how miserable their life is because of them. If only Grounds had taken the opportunity to speak out, and done the same. Then she could have actually done some good, as opposed to spreading an ableist agenda that says people with disabilities are better off dead than alive. 
Excerpted and reprinted with permission from Live Action News.  
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 DIXON’S FOUR SEASON 
LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE 

Complete Yard Maintenance Lawns, Flowerbeds, Pruning Interlocking Brick Install & Repair Snow Removal, Bulk Mulch and Soils Ron Dixon –  519-276-9909 
 

<W.G. Kelly Construction> 
8 Ellens Street Mitchell, ON Phone: 519-348-8745 Fax:  519-348-4772  Cell:   519-272-7068 

    
Paul C. HARTMAN CARPENTRY 

R.R.#3 Lakeside 519.349.2855 
Additions •Trim •Renovations 

Replacement Windows & Doors “All your construction needs” 
 

A Touch of Dutch 
Landscaping and Garden Services Ltd 4146 Line 29, R.R. 3, Stratford, ON  N5A 6S4 

 
info@atouchofdutchlandscaping.com 
www.atouchofdutchlandscaping.com 

 
519-393-5560 

 Volunteer Today! call: 519-271-7233 We need your help 
   

Scott’s Services 
15686 Fourteen Mile Road 

Excavations - Sewers - Gravel - Topsoil 
Skidster - Excavator and Loader Rentals 

HYD Packer - HYD Conc. Breaker 
Phone - (519)225-2340 Fax (519)225-2325 

Joe Dewan - (519) 204-4006  
 

3  Hair Stylists to Serve You *Betty *Frank *Matt OPEN 8:30 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. SATURDAY TILL 4:00 P.M. CLOSED WEDNESDAY NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 
126 Downie St      Stratford Phone 519-271-0980 

 

 
Gifts  Social Stationery 

Bedding   Bath Accessories 97 Ontario St., Stratford, ON. N5A 3H1 TEL: (519)271-9270  FAX (519) 271-4792     
The Shepherd’s Guide 

Christian Business Directory 
103 Lent Crescent   Brampton, ON L6Y 4X7 Phone (905)454-4333      1-888-276-5225 Fax (905)454-1894 email: triangle@shepherdsguide.ca www.shepherdsguide.ca   

Did you know? 300+ abortions happen in Canada everyday 

Affordable*Professional*Convenient 

 
NURSING FOOTCARE “In Your Home” Service Louis Sanders R.N. 519-348-4671 

Box 1037 - 161 James St. Mitchell, ON N0K 1N0 
 

   

 
219 Lorne Avenue East Stratford, Ontario N5A 6S4 519-272-0090 Toll-Free 1-800-661-CORE 

 

    
 

519-393-5200 
 

email: polqualityhomes@quadro.net     
Meeting all your construction needs 

 

 519-273-2624 
www.stratfordprinting.com 

 

   

  
 

  38 Avondale Avenue Stratford, Ontario N5A 6M4 519-271-6736  
 

 Funeral Home Ltd. 
Wayne and Greg Young, Funeral Directors 430 Huron Street, Stratford, ON, N5A 5T7 

Telephone 519-271-7411 
 

   

  

Jeff D. Swan     BRE, C.F.P. 
Unit 1, 60 Water St., Box 2758,  St. Marys, ON N4X 1A5 

Tel: 519-284-4448    Fax 519-284-4075 
JeffSwan@StonetownFinancial.com 

   
 John & Irma De Vries 

5237 Line 13 Minto Twp. 
R.R.#4 Harriston, Ontario N0G 1Z0 

Tel:  519-338-3920 Fax:  519-338-3339 
Email: joyrunfarmsinc@xplornet.com 

 

James A. Rutherford 
Funeral Home Ltd 

Serving the needs of Stratford and area 
families with care and consideration 

156 Albert Street 519-271-5062 
 

Triple P Consulting  
 Tom Palen 

Ruminant Nutritionist Phone/Fax 519-425-1002 1-800-376-8861 tpalen@execulink.com www.triplepconsulting.net 

 

Howard Culligan 
Broker of Record 

howard@culliganrealty.com 
 

Office: 519-348-4706  

 
343915 Ebenezer RoadMount Elgin, ONN0J 1J0
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Federal Government email and web addresses 
No postage required – address to: 
MP’s Name, House of Commons 
Justice Building, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
 Prime Minister Justin Trudeau  
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca 
Minister of Justice & Attorney General – Jody Wilson-
Raybould 
mcu@justice.gc.ca 
Minister of  Health Jane Philpott minister_ministre@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Opposition Party Leader Rona Ambrose AmbroR@parl.ca.ca 
Minister Status of Women  Patricia A. Haidu 
infonational@cfc-swc.gc.ca 
Minister of Employment, Workforce Development & Labour 
MaryAnn Mihychuk  pierre.poilievre@hrsdc.rhdcc.gc.ca 
MP – Perth Wellington John Nater  John.Nater@parl.gc.ca 
MP – Huron Bruce Ben Lobb – Lobb.b@parl.gc.ca 
MP – Yorkton Melville Cathay Wagantall – 
cathay.wagantall@parl.gc.ca 

Provincial Government email addresses 
Postage required, address to: 
MPP’s name, Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park, Toronto, On M7A 1A8 
 Premier Kathleen Wynne – premier@ontario.ca 
Opposition Leader Jim Wilson  – jim.wilson@pc.ola.org 
MPP – Perth Wellington Randy Pettapiece –  
randypettapiece@pc.ola.org 
MPP – Huron Bruce Lisa Thompson –
lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org 
MPP Lambton Kent Middlesex – Monte McNaughton 
monte.mcnaughton@parl.ola.org 
Attorney General John Gerretsen – attorneygeneral@ontario.ca 
Health Minister Eric Hoskins – ehoskins.mpp@liveral.ola.org  

 Canada has gone MAiD   (excerpt from the HOPE Australia website)  by Paul Russell 
We've seen many times before how those pushing for euthanasia and assisted suicide have created all sorts of euphemisms to disguise and to soften attitudes away from the natural repulsion at the thought of a doctor killing a patient or in helping them to suicide, to something more benign. Medically Assisted Dying is one of those fudges. Or, as the Canadians are now calling it, 'Medical Assistance in Dying'. And when the various bureaucracies begin to deal with their processes, procedures and documentation, as is often the case, they will look for an acronym. Though it seems to me to be quite apposite to use MAD, it simply will not do. And so MAID is now being used on official documents. Even that is evocative of a helper or assistant paid to help make you dead. If that were not enough to make you shake your head in wonder, the Government of Ontario wants doctors to register their interest in helping out. The Ontario College of Family Physicians explains: "The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care (MOHLTC) launched a clinical referral service to support physicians and nurse practitioners. The service is intended to support clinicians who are not able to refer within his or her own professional networks or through their local hospital." (Compassionate Community Care (CCC) will help you, if you, a friend or a family member feel threatened or pressured into euthanasia or assisted suicide or if you are concerned about an issue related to medical treatment or care. Call CCC at: 1-855-675-8749).  Is it just me or do others have problems associating a ministry for 'Long-Term Care' with the abrupt and permanent ending of care? There's the obligatory hot line number that doctors and nurses can call and a form you can fill out and email. (Don't forget, nurses, under the Canadian Law, can also 'do the deed'.) The idea is that a doctor or nurse can call to get that all-important second opinion or, indeed, to find a colleague who is willing to give the needle or prescribe the lethal dose. I wonder if the Minister of Health will issue any kind of notice of such registration. Here again the new acronym works. After all, I can't imagine any doctor wanting a certificate on his or her office wall saying: 'MAD certified'! But why is it that the Ontario Government is pitching this registration as some sort of public 'service' to 'support' clinicians? The answer lies in the fact that the new Canadian law does not allow a clinician to refuse to be involved in making their patient dead. If they have any objection they 'must' refer and the law says that it must be an 'effective referral'; in other words, to a clinician who will do the deed. The policy document of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario puts it this way: "Where a physician declines to provide medical assistance in dying for reasons of conscience or religion, the physician must not abandon the patient. An effective referral must be provided. An effective referral means a referral made in good faith, to a non-objecting, available, and accessible physician, nurse practitioner or agency. The referral must be made in a timely manner to allow the patient to access medical assistance in dying. Patients must not be exposed to adverse clinical outcomes due to delayed referrals." By what leap of logic does a refusal by a doctor become synonymous with abandoning the patient? This is a smack in the face to good doctors everywhere and turns every alternative, once the patient has asked to be made dead, into bad medicine, or 'adverse clinical outcomes'. Moreover, it invites the conclusion that being made dead is a good clinical outcome. Hippocrates will be rolling in his grave! 



From the Editor’s Desk  
By Virginia Miller  Saint Mother Teresa was a pro-life heroine.  She skillfully exploited her celebrity status to propel the pro-life cause internationally like no one else before or since.  She was never afraid to speak truth to power, even when it made the powerful of the world feel uncomfortable, and she never pandered to curry their favor.  She traveled the globe condemning abortion even when doing so was inconvenient and unwelcome.  “The greatest destroyer of peace today is the cry of the innocent unborn child; for if a mother can murder her own child, in her own womb, what is left for you and for me?  To kill each other.  Today millions of unborn children are being killed, but we say nothing.”   On another occasion, “That special power of loving that belongs to a woman is seen most clearly when she becomes a mother.  Motherhood is the gift of God to women.  How grateful we must be to God for the wonderful gift that brings such joy to the whole world, women and men alike!  Yet we can destroy this gift of motherhood, especially by the evil of abortion, but also by thinking that other things like jobs or positions are more important than loving, than giving oneself to others. No job, no plans, no possessions, no idea of “freedom” can take the place of love.  So anything that destroys God’s gift of motherhood destroys His most precious gift to women-the ability to love as a woman.”   Today we are told that “assisted suicide”, which is legalized murder, is “death with dignity”; Mother Teresa took her nuns into the slums to pick up the sick and dying out of the gutters and look after them with loving care so that they would truly “die with dignity.”  Not only is our world drenched in the blood of the innocent through the legalized murder of abortion, we now are guilty of the legalized murdering of the elderly and infirm.  This is pure evil.  So what is the remedy?  We who know the “Truth” must use every opportunity to spread the “Truth”; get involved in pro-life work, help out young mothers where possible, visit the sick and the elderly, especially those in nursing homes.  Every human being, whether preborn, newborn, infirm, sick or elderly has great worth.  And above all else pray, pray, pray for forgiveness and healing.   

MEMBERSHIP 
Your membership is the lifeline of Stratford & District Right to Life.  Please take 
a moment to renew your membership or consider becoming part of this, your 
organization, so that we can all work together for the cause of life.  Your 
membership shows that you really do care about the future of your families.  
Memberhip is still only $20.00 per year.  You will get a tax receipt for income tax 
purposes and a subscription to this quarterly newsletter! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Membership Renewal 

Yes!  I want to support the  
Stratford and District Right to Life!  

P.O. Box 21133, Stratford, ON  N5A 7V4   
I have enclosed my cheque for $20.00.   

Please send my quarterly newsletter and my tax receipt to: 
Name 
.................................................................................................... 
Address 
....................................................................................................         
Postal Code .................. 
Email........................................................................................... 

 

Coalition for HealthCare 
and Conscience 

 As you know, the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario (CPSO) is continuing to demand that doctors who conscientiously object to assisted suicide refer patients seeking to end their lives to other physicians who will provide the procedure. No other jurisdiction or country that has legalized assisted suicide requires doctors to perform or refer. Currently, three physician groups who are members of our coalition are challenging this approach by the college in court.  However the Attorney General of Ontario, Yasir Naqvi, has intervened in this case on the side of the CPSO. 
Please write to the Ontario Attorney General,  
YasirNaqvi   - you will find more info and the 
link at this address: 
www.canadiansforconscience.ca 
 
COVER UP COSMO 

(excerpt from report for the AFLO Board of 
Directors’ Meeting, Janet Smith, Director of 
Education) 
If you have ever had the “privilege” of 
standing in line at the checkout of a 
supermarket, then you have undoubtedly seen 
Cosmopolitan magazine 
While the surrounding messages may direct 
viewers to go to the gym or deal with money 
issues, a significant number will point the 
reader into the realm of sex. “Sex Olympics: 
17 Hot Tricks to Go for the Gold; Break the 
Bed with Sex; 12 Kinky Quickies” and others. 
To whom is this magazine targeted?  Teens.  
At least that’s what the National Centre on 
Sexual Exploitation would say. 
Cosmopolitan, in truth, reads like a reference 
text from Kathleen Wynne’s Sex Ed 
Curriculum.  It normalizes the notion that sex 
is whenever and with whomever I want; it 
glamorizes highly risky sexual behaviors, and 
it never , ever talks about the serious negative 
consequences of these dubious choices. It 
endorses pornography and in doing so, makes 
young women “porn ready”, willing to do 
whatever their boyfriends have seen in 
pornographic movies and images, regardless 
of how hurtful of harmful they are. 
If you wish to become part of the campaign to 
“cover up” Cosmo, go to: 
http://endsexualexploitation.org/cosmo/ 


